CAMBODIA & THE KHMERS
venomous ; leeches in the rainy season make woodland life intolerable; while disease-bearing mosquitoes would make life entirely impossible, but that the tribesmen seem to have become immune to the pestilence that has killed most of the white men who tried to live with them. What the white man needs to save his life is a well-built house with perforated zinc windows, in addition to the best mosquito curtains.
Though the jungle folk have survived the ruin of the Cambodian civiliza-tion, and are still gentlemen in character, and hospitable, they have paid a price for their continued existence. In spite of their well-developed foreheads, they are not only utterly letterless, but their memories are bad, and they have remarkable difficulty in learning to calculate. For example, they will sell you a hundred ears of maize for a small piece of fine brass wire. But they cannot count down the hundred ears from one of their harvested heaps. They pick each ear out singly until they have a bundle of ten; then with great care they'make nine other bundles of ten, and verify.
The Cambodians keep many festivals, and on these occasions all kinds of sport take place. There are horseraces, canoe-races, and games of all
sorts, wrestling, boxing, and all manner of bodily exercises, which have been handed down unchanged from ancient times. One of their favourite games is
CHINESE SKILL JOINED TO CAMBODIAN CUNNING Half-breeds are numerous in French Indo-China, the resting-place of so many and varied races.   This bedizened girl is of Chinese and Cambodian parentage, and occupies the proud position of instructress in the art of fencing
played with a cane ball, which they kick to one another while standing in a circle. The   religion   of   Cambodia   is   the Buddhism of Ceylon, which at the end
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